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Bi-Weekly Uganda Human Rights & Political Economy Tracker 16-30th October 2018 

 

Introduction: 

The purpose of this Bi-weekly Human Rights and Political Economy tracker is to provide CivSource Africa staff and partners with regular and consistent 

information on key issues that have implications for civil society work. Regional issues will also be identified as they arise.  

 

No. Broad Area Development  Implications for civic engagement  CSO Responses   

1.  Civil liberties 

 
• A new report (https://bit.ly/2yWs4g4) ranked Police 

as the top rights violators responsible for 364 cases 

out of the 834 cases recorded 

(https://bit.ly/2RGXCxm).  

• Gunmen brutalized People Power Movement 

activist in broad day light on Kampala streets 

(https://bit.ly/2ql55GR) 

• Another People Power Activist was remanded for 

allegedly insulting the President, after detention in 

police custody for more than two months beyond the 

mandatory 48 hours (https://bit.ly/2EWSxiZ) 

The trend of brutalization of People 

Power activists suggests that as the 

2021 elections draw near, such 

incidents will become almost the 

norm. There is thus need for 

collective Civil Society effort to 

mitigate such brutality and ensure 

that all the affected get justice.  

CSOs under the auspices of the Legal 

Aid Service Providers Network 

(LASPNET) addressed a press 

conference expressing their concerns 

about increasing torture and re-arrest 

of suspects (https://bit.ly/2Pt8S2T) 

2.  Socio-economic 

rights  • The European Union warned the government of 

Uganda against mismanaging funds meant for 

specific projects, funded by the Union in northern 

Uganda and Karamoja regions. 

(https://bit.ly/2CPgWEu ) 

• State Minister for northern Uganda Grace 

Kwiyucwiny cautioned government officials against 

abuse of funds meant for the socio-economic and 

livelihood development in the region. 

(https://bit.ly/2zgDN8s) 

Despite several investments and 

efforts by government and Civil 

Society in the anti- corruption 

struggle, corruption remains one of 

the key challenges that Uganda 

grapples with. Beyond the omnibus 

campaigns, Civil Society needs to 

partner with government and donors 

to invest in targeted monitoring 

interventions that prevent 

corruption. 

Through Civil Society pressure and 

anti-corruption work, cabinet finally 

approved the zero tolerance to 

corruption policy 

(https://bit.ly/2zpVQJI). At their most 

recent CSOs Leaders’ retreat held from 

16th to 19th October, CSO leaders 

agreed to revive the Black Monday 

Campaign to mobilize citizens against 

corruption. The campaign will be led by 

UNNGOF and Action Aid 

https://bit.ly/2yWs4g4
https://bit.ly/2RGXCxm
https://bit.ly/2ql55GR
https://bit.ly/2EWSxiZ
https://bit.ly/2Pt8S2T
https://bit.ly/2CPgWEu
https://bit.ly/2zgDN8s
https://bit.ly/2zpVQJI
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3.  Minority rights 

 

 

• The 139th assembly of the International 

Parliamentary Union (IPU) in Geneva, Switzerland, 

voted to permanently ban debate on LGBT. The 

campaign was mooted by Ugandan delegation led 

by Speaker of Parliament, Rebecca Kadaga 

(https://bit.ly/2Ojclwn) 

• The proposed opening of the first LGBT+ center for 

Uganda Rainbow Riots Activists has been 

reportedly disallowed by ethics minister 

(https://bit.ly/2C8hRzl) 

Activists say the planned center is 

aimed at addressing the health issues 

for minorities, so the reported 

cancellation of the proposed plan is 

cause for concern by activists in 

their bid to claim space in Uganda. 

LGBTI activists under the Rainbow 

Riots banner continue their efforts to 

have the project go ahead nevertheless 

and have reportedly raised the 

equivalent of $4,000 for the center 

 (https://bit.ly/2RWWTsW) 

4.  Political 

Economy  • A Chinese Company, Guangzhou Dongsong Energy 

Group Co. Ltd is set to commission a fertilizer 

phosphate plant in Tororo district 

(https://bit.ly/2AA42Zu) 

• Government asked banks to pool Shs300b for new 

national aircrafts (https://bit.ly/2PrSUGm) 

• European Union (EU) gave Uganda government a 

grant of more than Shs90 billion for the 

rehabilitation of 375km Tororo-Gulu railway line 

(https://bit.ly/2yF12ts) 

• Uganda and Russia signed an agreement to 

cooperate in the field of Information 

Communication Technology 

(https://bit.ly/2PKDxWd) 

• New Tullow, Uganda Tax dispute rocked Oil 

Revenues Sharing Plan. (https://bit.ly/2OfBDeR) 

• Five districts to host Uganda’s nuclear plants 

(https://bit.ly/2CkrfQN ) 

• Uganda Signed deal to start printing own bank notes 

(https://bit.ly/2AfonmC) 

• Uganda's public debt hit Shs 41.3 trillion 

(https://bit.ly/2Agb1H3) 

While some of these developments 

are progressive, certain actions by 

government such as the close 

relationship with China, and signing 

deals to print its own money, in 

light of the poor track record of 

financial indiscipline in Uganda, are 

a cause of concern. Uganda could 

easily plunge into an economic 

crisis, that is difficult to recover 

from. Civil Society actors thus need 

to interest themselves more in 

analyzing the economic situation in 

Uganda, and more closely follow 

the trends of the economy. This 

way, they can provide independent 

expert advice as well as mobilize 

citizens’ action to redeem the 

economy.  

 

 

Civil Society Leaders at their most 

recent CSO Leaders’ Retreat held at 

Garuga Resort from 16th to 19th 

October agreed to keenly follow 

political economy developments in the 

country and came up with collective 

interventions. Some of the actions 

proposed include the following: 

• Conduct studies and analysis on 

debt trends 

• Conduct empirical studies on the 

effectiveness of decentralization  

• Conduct empirical study on impact 

of Foreign Direct Investment 

(FDI) in Uganda 

• Carry out campaigns on 

decentralization, FDIs, Debt 

Management; and Taxation. 

 

https://bit.ly/2Ojclwn
https://bit.ly/2C8hRzl
https://bit.ly/2RWWTsW
https://bit.ly/2AA42Zu
https://bit.ly/2PrSUGm
https://bit.ly/2yF12ts
https://bit.ly/2PKDxWd
https://bit.ly/2OfBDeR
https://bit.ly/2CkrfQN
https://bit.ly/2AfonmC
https://bit.ly/2Agb1H3
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• Small scale farmers petitioned regional states over 

low budget allocation (https://bit.ly/2yJdZSd) 

• Uganda to join transparency program as it seeks 

mining investors (https://bit.ly/2RUMePg) 

• Bank of Uganda raised central bank rate (CBR) 

from 9% to 10% (https://bit.ly/2NO4JBQ) 

5.   

Strengthening 

civic organizing 

 

Under the auspices of the Uganda National NGO 

Forum, a Civil Society Leaders’ retreat was held at 

Garuga Resort from 16th to 19th October 2018. Top on 

the agenda was scenario building for the next three 

years, and action planning for the sector. Some of the 

key conclusions of the meetings included: 

a) The need to rethink strategies and come up with 

interventions that resonate with people’s struggles 

b) The need to become more dynamic and understand 

what it means to engage in informal spaces  

c) The need to invest in sustainability of the NGO 

sector and actions  

d) Partnerships and collective work 

From the retreat it was clear that 

there’s need for more regular 

interface among CSO Leaders for 

learning, fellowship and building 

synergy for greater impact. The 

leaders need to meet at least on a bi-

annual basis to review progress as 

well as draw up new strategies of 

engagement.  

The Leaders agreed to a) Convene 

separate spaces for some of the key 

issues such as sector sustainability, b) 

Develop a Strategy Note to guide the 

sector actions and activities, c) 

Develop Scenarios Papers for each of 

the five key areas highlighted at the 

retreat to inform collective sector 

actions. 

6.  The security 

situation  

 

• Uganda People’s Defence Forces (UPDF) soldiers 

committed atrocities in northern Uganda, witness 

told ICC (https://bit.ly/2yr1RG9) 

• UPDF began recruitment of Local Defence Unit 

(LDU) personnel. 6,000 were recruited. LDU’s are 

to be deployed in Kampala City, Wakiso and 

Mukono districts in what is expected to tighten up 

security in the Kampala Metropolitan area. 

(https://bit.ly/2P2aql1). 

• A new investigative documentary titled “The 

Profiteers,” out featuring The Sentry’s investigative 

findings and linkages between South Sudan’s civil 

war and the operations of business people, financial 

institutions, governments and military officials in 

• Although both the LRA and 

Uganda government are 

accused of committing 

atrocities, only the rebel leaders 

are appearing before the ICC, 

and this has attracted sections 

of Ugandans to question 

whether it is merely a case of 

victors' justice and not true 

accountability for the horrific 

violence of one of Africa's most 

brutal wars 

(https://bit.ly/2S6hwmF) 

 

Civil Society needs to push for:  

• Actors like UGMP, Human Rights 

Watch, among others need to 

conduct more comprehensive 

analysis on the Northern Uganda 

atrocities and push for full justice 

for all 

• They also need to analyze the 

viability of Government of Uganda 

using LDUs to combat crime 

• A number of CSO’s organised 

online conversations to mount 

pressure for action to be taken on 

the South Sudan situation, 

focusing on the Profiteers 

documentary 

(https://bit.ly/2Cpl6Tl) 

https://bit.ly/2yJdZSd
https://bit.ly/2RUMePg
https://bit.ly/2NO4JBQ
https://bit.ly/2yr1RG9
https://bit.ly/2P2aql1
https://bit.ly/2S6hwmF
https://bit.ly/2Cpl6Tl
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Kenya, Uganda, and Ethiopia. 

(https://bit.ly/2ynamCe)  

• Kenya’s Interior Cabinet Secretary Fred Matiang’i  

demanded mutual respect from Uganda over the 

disputed Migingo Island. (https://bit.ly/2CpUCRQ ) 

• Strengthening of regulatory 

bodies in Kenya, and Uganda to 

track money and enforce 

sanctions on the South 

Sudanese found culpable. 

• Heightened scrutiny by banks 

on South Sudan related 

transactions 

(https://bit.ly/2ynamCe). 

7.  Humanitarian 

Situation 
• More gloom is registered in Eastern Uganda as the 

recent Bududa landslide catastrophe death toll rises 

to 43 (https://bit.ly/2SuM0P9) 

• Despite massive investments by development 

partners to manage the refugee crisis, a new probe 

has unearthed 300,000 ghost refugees in Uganda. 

(https://bit.ly/2CLS4O1) 

 

• Police in Kampala have arrested two people on 

human-trafficking charges after 31-year-old Juliet 

Nakiyemba, was allegedly maimed to death in 

Jordan and her body repatriated to Uganda last 

month, (https://bit.ly/2QW46rE) 

The debate on the humanitarian 

situation and response strategy in 

Uganda remains of great 

importance especially as Uganda 

markets its open access policy for 

refugees.  

• While CSOs have responded to 

this development in an isolated 

manner there’s need for a more 

robust strategy for collective 

response.  

• This strategy also needs to 

incorporate more visible actions 

to respond to disasters such as 

the Bududa landslides 

• Civil Society also need to pick 

keen interest in the human 

trafficking scourge which has 

made many Ugandans end up 

tortured, maimed or even dead. 

• Red Cross in Shs1.2 billion drive 

to help Bududa victims. 

(https://bit.ly/2PdqLCZ ) 

• The International Refugee Rights 

Initiative (IRRI) has released a 

new study that has picked faults 

with Uganda’s celebrated refugee 

policy, citing what it calls hurdles 

and gaps between rhetoric and 

reality in the policy 

(https://bit.ly/2CNYkFT) 

• CSOs also need to build on the 

efforts around the Humanitarian 

Platform coordinated by the 

National NGO Forum as a 

foundation for their collective 

engagement. 

 

https://bit.ly/2ynamCe
https://bit.ly/2CpUCRQ
https://bit.ly/2ynamCe
https://bit.ly/2SuM0P9
https://bit.ly/2CLS4O1
https://bit.ly/2QW46rE
https://bit.ly/2PdqLCZ
https://bit.ly/2CNYkFT

